
Chapman University 
               Practicum Syllabus

 
Course Syllabus:  Reading Practicum ED 9909A 
 
Instructors:  Dr. Vicente M. Ontiveros and Dr. Tim Ham 
 
Text:  

Walker, B.J. (1999) Diagnostic Teaching of Reading: Techniques for Instruction 
and Assessment, NY: Prentice Hall. 
 
Leslie, L. & Caldwell, J. (2000). Qualitative Reading Inventory – 3 NY: Pearson 
Technology Group 
 

Supplies:  A spiral Bland Notebook for Dialogue journal. 
 
Course Description:   

The Students will: 
1. Explore the theories and practices of continuous diagnostic assessment. 
2. Analyze formal and informal reading assessments for identifying a 

student’s reading levels, strengths, and weaknesses in print processing and 
comprehension. 

3. Analyze informal tests for assessing a student’s strengths and weaknesses 
in phonemic awareness.  

4. Administer various informal reading assessments to assess a student’s 
reading behaviors. 

5. Analyze and interpret the results to determine a student’s reading levels, 
strengths, and weaknesses in print and meaning processing. 

6. Design a program of remediation based on the student’s identified reading 
levels, strengths and weaknesses in print and meaning processing 

7. Write a formal diagnostic report that includes pre-assessment results and a 
plan for remediation. 

8. Implement the plan for remediation with the student. 
9. Analyze and interpret post-assessment results after completing the 

implementation of the plan of remediation with the student. 
10. Write a formal report that includes post-assessment results, the results of 

the remediation plan and recommendations for the continued remediation. 
 
Course Expectations: 

Literacy is a dynamic process.  Students are expected to take an active role in 
their learning.  Through class discussion, reading assignments and course 
projects, students will take responsibility for their learning.  As well, students 
should be expected to remain current in reading and writing.  Assistance and 
encouragement will be provided through this endeavor. 
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Reading Practicum Assignments 

 
Focus Topics   
Introductions, course overview, assignments due-dates, 
definitions of diagnostic teaching and continuous 
diagnostic assessment  

Syllabus QRI 
Sections 1-5 

Diagnostic 
Analysis 
Report/Pre-
Assessment 

Analyze formal and informal reading assessments for 
processing, comprehension, phonics knowledge and 
word identification. 

QRI 
DTR Ch. 1-3 

Not 
applicable 

Analyze and interpret assessment results.  Design a 
remediation program for students.  Select materials for 
remediation plan. 

Research 
articles 
DTR Ch. 9 

Remediation 
plan Journal 
dialogue 

Administer informal reading assessments.  Evaluate plan 
for remediation.  Evaluate reading activities based on 
remediation plan. 

DTR Ch. 4-5 
Research 
articles 

Activity 
Evaluation 
Journal 
dialogue 

Evaluation of student’s strengths and weaknesses in 
print processing, comprehension, phonics knowledge 
and word identification. 

DTR Ch. 6-7 Journal 
dialogue 

Select techniques to continue remediation plan.  
Continued implementation of remediation plan. 

Research 
articles 

Lesson 
presentation 
Journal 
dialogue 

Analyze and interpret post-assessment results Research 
articles 

Post-
assessment 
Journal 
dialogue 

Review changes in philosophy based on results of 
research articles, remediation and new knowledge. 

Research 
articles 

Remediation, 
portfolio, 
Journal 
dialogue 

Write a formal report including post-assessment, 
remediation results, and further recommendations.  
Course Evaluation 

Research 
articles 

Final Report, 
Journal 
Dialogue 

 
 
 
 
DTR= Diagnostic Teaching of Reading  QRI = Qualitative Reading Inventory - 3 
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